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A (IN)DEPENDÊNCIA DA EUROPA NO QUADRO DA TRANSIÇÃO ENERGÉTICA – O 

PAPEL DE PORTUGAL E O PROJETO “IBERIAN SOUTHERN GAS CORRIDOR” 
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 Conclusions 

                                                 

15  The Mid Catalonia gas pipeline project (MidCat) is part of the European Union’s effort to reduce 

dependence on gas imports from Russia. The project consists of two parts: the South Transit East Pyrenees 

(STEP), with a cost of approximately €440 million, which will expand the existing 120km line in France; the 

second part consists of reinforcing about 800km of the French gas network. The project has an estimated 

capacity of 7.5 bcm per year, which is still far from the supply needs of Central Europe (at least 100 bcm per 

year, as we have seen). In 2015, the project received €4.15 million in European funds to conduct pre-

construction studies, and there was a public call for tenders to implement the first phase of the project in 

France. 

The project was cancelled in January 2019 after it was blocked by French regulators, who determined that 

the pipeline was not financially viable. The €3 billion project – which is on the European Union’s list of 

‘Projects of Common Interest’, alongside maybe one hundred gas projects – was deemed financially unviable 

in 2020. At the time, some questions were raised regarding the validity of the criteria used by the European 

Commission to make that decision. In February 2022, the question of resurrecting the project, deemed an 

essential pillar of energy security in Europe, was again raised. In our opinion, when developing this idea 

(which has already been recommended for the import of North American “shale gas”), we should go much 

further and provide the Iberian Peninsula with a network that can meet the gas needs of central Europe in the 

short term, and that can be adapted to transport renewable gases from the south to central and northern 

Europe. On the MidCat project, see Cordis Europa, “LNG-BC: Liquefied Natural Gas Blue Corridors” in 

https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/321592. 
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